In
Father De Smet's interest in Indian thought was first kindled by an article on "Brahman and Atman" he read as a sixteenyear-old in Belgium. This discovery eventually led him to take up seriously the study of Hindu doctrine and spirituality and to enquire as to the possible significance of Vedanta in particular for Christian theology. A product of his time, the young Catholic scholar would first have to immerse himself in the works of St Thomas Aquinas (13th century), whose influence on Catholic systematic theology is comparable to that of Sankara on Hindu metaphysics. De Smet, under the influence of "transcendental Thomism" and the modern turn to the subject, soon recognized not only parallels in the theological methods of Sankara and Aquinas, but he 'also uncovered convergences in their respective doctrines of divine simplicity and fullness, in their understanding of the ontological relationship between the divine and the world, and in their teaching of liberation through divine knowledge. De Smet also readily acknowledged differences of emphasis in the systems of Sankara and Aquinas as well as outright disagreement.
Father De Smet grew in his regard of Sankara, and his reading of the great acarya A Festschrift is in preparation (to be published by E. J. Brill) which will posthumously honour Richard De Smet. Fittingly, all of the contributions seek to offer new perspectives on SaIikara, and the contributors are Hindu, Buddhist, and Christian. It is expected that a De Smet archive will soon be established in Pune where future scholars will have access to the writings, lecture materials, unfinished research projects, and voluminous correspondence of this gentle and goodnatured man of God.
